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Photograph by Cortlandt V. D. Hubbard 
The ELI KIRK PRICE FOUNTAIN, Benjamin Franklin Parkway. Erected by The Fairmount Park Art 

Association in 1969 after the original design by Borie, Trumbauer & Zantzinger, Associated Architects.
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NINETY-SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

To The M-embers and Guests o f the Fairmount Park Art Association: 

L adies an d  G entlem en :

It is a great pleasure to welcome you to the Second Annual 
Meeting of the Association that has been held in April. Last year 
was the hrst time that we met in the spring rather than in the middle 
of winter and I hope that you find the change of time to have been 
a good one.

Although it is repetitious I feel no embarrassment in reminding 
our members and informing our guests that the purpose of the Asso­
ciation is to erect “ statues, busts and other works of art’ ’ in public 
places and “To promote and foster the beautiful in the City of 
Philadelphia in its architecture, improvements and general plan.’ ’ 
If you deem that a worthy purpose we hope for your continued 
support.

Every program these days seems to require a “commercial” and 
this is no exception. We need your support in order to continue to 
function and if some of our guests consider our activities of value to 
the City we hope that they w ill join us. On the tables is a folder 
describing some of the projects that the Association has completed 
heretofore and indicating that membership can be acquired by the 
modest payment of $10 to cover membership in both the Park and 
City Branches. Although the activities of the Association were 
originally restricted to Fairmount Park the Association is now 
authorized by its Charter to operate in the City as well.

This year we have as our special guests members of the Ameri­
can Philosophical Society who live in this area and this is particu­
larly fitting because you w ill shortly hear an address by Dr. Henry 
Allen Moe, the President of that distinguished society.

I have no doubt that many times in the past you have con­
sidered that it takes an unconscionably long time for the Associa­
tion to get anything done. I fully sympathize w ith that view and 
have frequently entertained it myself. However, in justification for
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the deliberation which marks the progress of many of our projects 
they are all designed to last for a long time and to stay where orig­
inally placed, and the most careful consideration is given to the 
form and location of every project. I can think offhand of only three 
figures that were gifts of the Association which were moved from 
the sites originally chosen for them. There may possibly have been 
others, but I can recall only the bronze figure of wolves, which 
was moved to the Zoo from its original site, a short distance below 
Sweetbrier Mansion, because the ground was literally cut from 
under it by the Expressway. Another was the mounted figure of 
Joan of Arc, which was moved from Sedgley Drive to its present 
site on East River Drive, across from the A rt Museum, because it 
was believed that many more people would see and enjoy the statue 
in its present location. The third was a statue of The Wrestlers 
which was moved from its original site below Lemon Hill to a spot 
in front of Memorial Hall when that building became a center of 
athletic activity.

However, two major projects in which we have been engaged 
for some time can now be considered completed, although some 
minor corrections in pumps need still to be made. The first of these, 
and the one which has been under consideration longer than the 
other, is the fountain in the Kennedy Plaza, which was first tested 
last December but had to be shut down when the ice became un­
manageable. The other is the companion to the Ericsson Fountain 
at the Museum end of the Parkway and which duplicates it on the 
south side of the Washington Monument. This bronze fountain was 
cast by the Mingo Non-Ferrous Metal Company, near Phoenixville, 
and was transported to its present site by truck. W ith its erection 
the balanced scheme of the development of this end of the Parkway 
has at last been accomplished and when the water begins to flow 
permanently, as should be the case in a relatively few days, I hope 
that you w ill find the effect pleasing both by day and by night, 
since both fountains w ill be illuminated and should stand out well 
even in the bright lights of the Plaza.

The fountain in the Kennedy Plaza is also to be illuminated at 
night and w ill complete the series of fountains and cascades which 
start at the A rt Museum and give the Parkway its distinctive char­
acter, unmatched by any other boulevard in the country. For the 
most important features of these displays of water this Association 
can claim the credit and since it provided for the illumination of all 
of them at night, including also the exterior of the Rodin Museum 
and the Museum of A rt on Fairmount, the Association has con­
tinued in a tangible fashion the moral support that it originally 
gave to the Parkway project at its inception.

8
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Although a long time in coming to fruition, we hope that the 
two fountains just completed w ill bring pleasure to those who 
travel along the Parkway for many generations to come.

Another project which may be marked completed was the pur­
chase and location of a stone figure of an ape, acquired by the Asso­
ciation from the collection of works by Jacob Lipkin which were 
on display at the Provident National Bank last spring. It may pres­
ently be seen in the Zoo in the Large Mammal House where it flanks 
a small fountain in the center of that building, on the other side of 
which is the bronze figures of two giraffes which also were presented 
to the Zoo by the Association some years ago. On your next visit 
to the Zoo I hope that you w ill take a few moments to look at the 
APE and see how well it has been placed by Mr. Tyler and Mr. 
Conant, and perhaps enjoy seeing again some of the other animal 
figures in stone and bronze that have been gifts of the Association 
over the years.

Another project which is well on its way to accomplishment 
is the erection of three bronze Milles Angels, whose purchase was 
referred to this time last year. The figures themselves have arrived 
and are presently resting safely in the A rt Museum pending a de­
termination of a proper location for their erection. Full size card­
board silhouettes of the figures were set up at various places, in an 
effort to find a spot which seemed w holly suitable.

One place tried was the planted area in the Kennedy Plaza on 
the Parkway side of the new fountain, but the surrounding build­
ings so dwarfed the figures and provided so unsatisfactory a back­
ground for them that the Committee charged w ith finding a site 
has had to look elsewhere. The search for an appropriate site is still 
going on and I hope that before long the Angels may be seen on the 
top of the posts on which it is planned to erect them.

We had originally hoped that the bronze figure of the Quaker 
martyr, Mary Dyer, by Sylvia Shaw Judson, might be placed near 
the Free Quaker Meeting House in Independence Mall. Since it was 
not executed in the colonial period this was not permitted by the 
Federal authorities but there is presently being studied a plan to 
place this figure in the triangle on the Parkway, just west of 16th 
Street, where it w ill be close to the Friends Select School. When the 
office building presently being erected across Cherry Street from this 
triangle is completed we hope that a suitable development of that 
area can be created as a background for this interesting statue.

Our most recent acquisition has been a stone Indian Bull which 
was carved in the 15th Century. It is a fine example of sacred Hindu
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sculpture and is approximately 8 feet long and weighs about 14 tons. 
It was secured through the good offices of Dr. Stella Kramrisch, 
who has assembled the extensive collection of Indian sculpture at 
the Museum of Art. It took some persuading to allow this fine ex­
ample of Indian art to be taken from the country, but Dr. Kram­
risch was able to secure the necessary permission and it is presently 
reported to be on a vessel bringing it from Madras direct to Phila­
delphia. After its arrival, when a visual inspection of it can be made, 
a site can be more effectively chosen than could be done merely from 
photographs.

In a few weeks the annual Flower Market w ill take place in 
Rittenhouse Square and the Women’s Committee w ill again be 
offering flowers for sale in the Checking Booth, which these ladies 
operate. I hope that you w ill patronize their booth since the Asso­
ciation’s share of the profits of the Flower Market are available to 
it for the improvement of the Square. A plan for this which is pres­
ently under consideration is the decorative paving of the central 
portion of the square and if that can be accomplished it w ill greatly 
improve its appearance. This enterprising committee, which is under 
the joint chairmanship of Miss Katherine King and Mrs. Henry M. 
Watts, has arranged for a lecture at the home of Mrs. John Tyson on 
Sunday, May II, when our Treasurer, Mr. Orville Bullitt, w ill 
speak about the fascinating excavations in Sybaris, for which he 
was so largely responsible. This affair w ill provide the committee 
with funds w ith  which to stock the booth at the Flower Market.

Each year the three-year terms of six trustees expire and in the 
course of the meeting you w ill be asked to fill the vacancies caused 
by the expiration of their terms.

The six trustees whose terms expire at this time are:

O rville  H. B ullitt 
J ohn M. F o g g , J r . 
G ordon A. Ha r d w ic k

H. R adclyffe R oberts 
Henry W. Sa w y e r , 3rd 
H. G ates L lo yd , III

Submitted on behalf of the Board,
Philip P rice 
President

10



Photograph by Cortlandt V. D. Hubbard
The ELLEN PHILLIPS SAMUEL FOUNTAIN, John F. Kennedy Plaza.

Erected by the Fairmount Park Art Association, 1969.
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MINUTES OF THE NINETY-SEVENTH 
ANNUAL MEETING

The Ninety-Seventh Annual Meeting of the Fairmount Park A rt 
Association was held at the Bellevue-Stratford Hotel on Thursday, 
April 10, 1969 at 12 o ’clock noon.

There were approximately three hundred and fifty members and 
their guests present. Mr. Philip Price presided and proceeded im­
mediately to the business of the meeting.

The reading of the minutes of the last meeting held on Thurs­
day, April 25, 1968 was, on motion, dispensed w ith  as they were 
printed in the Ninety-Sixth Annual Report, and a copy sent to each 
member.

The Annual Report of the Board of Trustees was made by the 
President. It was duly resolved that this report be accepted and re­
ferred to the incoming Board for publication and that the Secretary 
be instructed to order the usual number of reports printed and dis­
tributed to the members of the Association.

The reading of the Treasurer’s Report was, on motion, dis­
pensed w ith  as it has been duly audited and w ill be published in the 
Ninety-Seventh Annual Report.

The meeting proceeded to the election of six Trustees to succeed 
those whose term had expired.

O rville  H. Bullitt 
J ohn M. Fo g g , J r . 
G ordon A. H a r d w ic k

H. R adclyffe R oberts 
H enry W. Sa w y e r , III 
H. G ates L lo yd , III

The President then presented the speaker of the meeting. Dr. 
Henry Allen Moe, President of the American Philosophical Society, 
who spoke on “A Philosopher in The Park.”

A t the conclusion of his talk. Dr. Moe was thanked by the 
President and, on motion, the meeting was adjourned.

W. H. N oble, J r . 
Executive Secretary

12



Photograph by Cortlandt V. D. Hubbard 
Night view of the Ellen Phillips Samuel Fountain,

John F. Kennedy Plaza, looking toward Philadelphia’s City Hall



TREASURER’S REPORT OF THE ASSOCIATION. OCTOBER 31. 1968
Partici-pating Units 

Cons. Investment Pool Units

Units Carrying Value

Treasurer’s Account

U.S. Govt. 
Securities Cash

Walter S. Cooper Fund.....................................
Hancock Memorial Fund.................................
Howell Fund.....................................................
Permanent Fund (City Branch).......................
Permanent Fund (Park Branch)......................
Ellen Phillips Samuel Memorial Fund............
General Fund (City Branch)............................
General Fund (Park Branch)...........................
Rittenhouse Square Improvement Association,

Total
Balance

1,141 $ 30,797.36 $ 7,585.75 $ 38,383.11
1,187 22,701.18 8,076.32 30,777.50
7,479 143,253.86 $ 24,901.85 4,382.64 172,538.35
8,639 148,621.64 148,621.64

14,180 244,998.10 244,998.10
55,918 1,047,892.43 104,074.70 22,141.53 1 ,174,108.66

25,119.83 3,595.20 28,715.03
15,064.07 15,532.57 30,596.64
15,128.90 4,453.21 19,582.11

88,544 $1,638,264.57f $184,289.35 $ 65,767.22 $1 ,888,321.14

Note 1—Investments are represented in the above Statement at cost.
Note 2—The approximate market value of one ( 1 )  participating unit at October 31, 1968 is $30.37 and was determined by the relationship which 

exists between the total number of such units (88,544) and the approximate market value of the total consolidated investment pool units ($2,688,776.00) 
at that date.

t  See attached Statement, Consolidated Investment Pool Units.

CONSOLIDATED INVESTMENT POOL UNITS

United States Government Securities........ .
Public Utility, Railroad and Industrial Bonds,
Stocks.............. .................................................
Cash..................................................................

Cost
Approximate 

Market Values

$ 428,735.22 $ 414,800.00
807,970.54 676,970.00
398,242.81 1,593,690.00

3,316.00 3,316.00

$1,638,264.57 $2,688,776.00
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TREASURER’S REPORT OF THE ASSOCIATION
November 1, 1967 - October 31, 1968

Income
Balance, November 1, 1967. •..
Income from Securities.............
Sale of Temporary Investments.
City of Philadelphia.................

Toward Fountain at 
John F. Kennedy Pla2a

Temporary Investments:

SAMUEL FUND
Expenses

$ 44,216.73 Landscape Maintenance..............  $ 3,250.00
77,079.05 Auditing........................................ 480.00

167,833.84 Purchased U.S. Treasury Bonds.. 20,474.59
30,000.00 Henry Moore Statuary................. 1,136.20

Eli Kirk Price Fountain..............  146,430.59
John F. Kennedy Plaza Fountain. 120,005.00
Repairs to Memorial...................  5 ,211.71
Balance, October 31, 1968..........  22,141.53

$319,129.62 $319,129.62

$25,000. U.S. Treasury 5Hs 5/15/71
60.000. U.S. Treasury 4s 8/15/72
20.000. U.S. Treasury 4Ms 5/15/74

GENERAL FUND—PARK
Income Expenses

Balance, November 1, 1967. . . .. $15,329.92 Office Salaries............................... $ 5,229.38
Income from Securities........... 18,192.32 Printing........................................ 1,209.31
Income from Dues................... 2,170.00 Telephone..................................... 137.75
Sale of Park Prints.................. 6.00 Annual Meeting........................... 1,081.35
Miscellaneous.......................... 205.30 Auditing....................................... 120.00

Subscriptions and Dues............... 385.00
Purchased U.S. Treasury Bonds. . 10,190.70
Miscellaneous............................... 2,017.48
Balance, October 31, 1968.......... 15,532.57

$35,903.54 $35,903.54

Temporary Investments:
$ 5,000. U.S. Treasury 5Ms 5/15/71

10,000. U.S. Treasury 55^s 2/15/69
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Income
Balance, November 1, 1967.......
Income from Securities...............
Income from Dues.......................
Sale of Temporary Investments..

GENERAL FUND-CITY
Expenses

$14,862.10 Office Salaries...............................  $ 1,307.34
13.065.90 Printing........................................  259.12
1,935.00 Annual Meeting............................ 270.34

35.345.91 Auditing.......................................  82.50
Subscriptions and Dues...............  140.00
Purchased U.S. Treasury Bonds. . 10,102.35
Stone Figure of Ape..................... 3,000.00
Milles Angels...............................  46,258.55
Miscellaneous............................... 193.51
Balance, October 31, 1968........... 3,595.20

$65,208.91 $65,208.91
Temporary Investments:

Income
Balance, November 1, 1967. 
Income from Securities.......

$10,000. U.S. Treasury 5Ms 5/15/71
5,000. U.S. Treasury 4Ms 5/15/74

10,000. U.S. Treasury 5%s 2/15/69

HOWELL FUND
Expenses

. $14,870.52 Floodlighting Museum................ $10,725.00
10,318.65 Auditing........................................ 67.50

Purchased U.S. Treasury Bonds. . 10,014.03
Balance, October 31, 1968..........  4,382.64

$25,189.17 $25,189.17
Temporary Investments;

Income
Balance, November 1, 1967. 
Income from Securities. . . .  
Share of Proceeds of

Flower Market................
Miscellaneous....................

$ 5,000. U.S. Treasury 4s 2/15/69
5.000. U.S. Treasury 4s 10/1/69
5.000. U.S. Treasury 5Ms 5/15/71 

10,000. U.S. Treasury 5%s 2/15/69

RITTENHOUSE SQUARE IMPROVEMENT FUND

$ 7,043.95 
635.94

1,833.33  
13.50 

$ 9,526.72

Expenses
Flower Market...........................
Purchased U.S. Treasury Bonds.
Miscellaneous.............................
Balance, October 31, 1968.........

$ 36.50
5,007.01 

30.00 
4,453.21

$ 9,526.72

Temporary Investments:
$10,000. U.S. Treasury 4 Ms 5/15/74 

5,000. U.S. Treasury 5Ms 2/15/69

WALTER I. COOPER FUND
Income

Balance, November 1, 1967.......  $ 6,176.97
Income from Securities...............  1,408.78

$ 7,585.75

Expenses

Balance, October 31, 1968... $7,585.75

Expenses
HANCOCK MEMORIAL FUND

Income
Balance, November 1, 1967.......  $ 6,610.75
Income from Securities...............  1,465.57 Balance, October 31, 1968,

$ 8,076.32
$ 8,076.32^

16



F A I R M O U N T  P A R K  A R T  A S S O C I A T I O N

ACCOUNTANTS’ REPORT

B oard of T rustees,
Fairmount  Pa r k  A rt A ssociation,
Philadelphia, Pen n sylvan ia

We have examined the Treasurer’s Report of the Fairmount 
Park Art Association as of October 31, 1968 and the related state­
ments of Treasurer’s cash receipts and disbursements for the year 
then ended. Our examination was made in accordance w ith  generally 
accepted auditing standards, and accordingly included such tests of 
the accounting records and such other auditing procedures as we 
considered necessary in the circumstances.

The investments of the Association were confirmed to us by 
the depository bank.

In our opinion, the accompanying Treasurer’s Report and the 
statement of Treasurer’s cash transactions present fairly the financial 
position of the Fairmount Park Art Association at October 31, 1967 
and the results of its operations for the year then ended.

December 3, 1968
M athieson, A itken  & Co.

' * S rt""a s s o c i a t i o n

AiKHITECn V

I  r .  DRISCOLL COWiPMV.
' r ^ M I P A L  C O N T K A a O R S

* ■' * „ „ /
Sign erected during construction of Eli Kirk Price Fountain
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A PHILOSOPHER IN THE PARK
HENRY ALLEN MOE

P resident, T he A merican  P hilosophical Society

A technical philosopher of the present might well think that 
my effrontery in referring to myself as a philosopher in the park is 
hardly sufferable; but perhaps Dr. Franklin, w ith  his concept of use­
ful knowledge, would give me his okay. Or so I like to think. A t any 
rate, perhaps Poor Richard would agree that my paper is an appro­
priate one to present to the Fairmount Park A rt Association.

As a non-Philadelphian, I had feared that mine is but a thrice- 
told tale; but I am told by better Philadelphian historians than I am, 
that it isn’t. I came by it, as a starter, in this way:

Browsing among some books, hitherto unknown to me, in the 
library of the American Philosophical Society, I came across a slim 
volume credited to one E. K. Price. Fascinated by it, I acquired a 
copy of my own.

M y curiosity led me to read this little  book while sitting in the 
sun on a bench in the Park just outside Philadelphia’s Museum of 
Art.

Beginning w ith a serious and well-reasoned dissertation on the 
importance of family in the development of a culture and a civiliza­
tion, Price goes on to trace the genealogy of his own family group, 
from the Philip ap Rhys who migrated w ith other Quakers from 
England late in the seventeenth century. In 1697 Philip purchased a 
thousand acres of fertile farm land in Plymouth Township, now 
part of Montgomery County in Pennsylvania.

These ap Rhyses became Prices, and their offspring were sturdy 
yeomen w ith a love of their lands, but by the beginning of the nine­
teenth century the pull of Philadelphia proved too magnetic to 
resist.

Eli Kirk Price, the writer of that family history, produced it 
for a reunion of the clan Price in 1854. He had, by that time, become 
a leader at the Pennsylvania Bar, a State Senator, and a personality 
of pervading influence and power in the Commonwealth. Born just 
before the turn of the 19th century, he had come to the big city to 
seek his fortune. He studied law  and was admitted to the Bar in 
1822, where he specialized in the law  of real property and wills. He
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combined a shrewd sense of politics and manoeuvre w ith  his success 
at the Bar and w ith a dedicated ambition to espouse public causes.

In the State Senate he applied his inherited love of the land, its 
trees and open spaces, to a persistent and successful campaign to 
bring the beauty of the country into the town.

Most of the towns and villages that then constituted the area 
of the County of Philadelphia obtained their supplies o f water either 
from individual wells or from the Schuylkill River, in which pollu­
tion became the cause of repeated epidemics of typhoid.

Price became the father of a plan that required legislative 
authority to fuse together this congeries of municipal governments 
in the County of Philadelphia into one municipality, the present 
City of Philadelphia. This was done by the famous and unprece­
dented Consolidation Act of 1854. He succeeded in winning over 
the many opposing and dissident^elements by preaching the impera­
tive need for their joining together in order to make possible a uni­
fied and more palktable source of water supply that would safely 
serve the entire area.

He obtained backing for a bold scheme, originally put forward 
as far back as 1812, of excavating enough rock from the summit of 
the hill called Faire Mount to convert it into a huge reservoir from 
which water would flow and be distributed by gravity to the entire 
region of what was Old Philadelphia. Together w ith this visionary 
scheme—which he succeeded in selling to the General Assembly 
and to the many municipalities involved—he was able to bring to 
realization another dream that had long been taking shape in his 
restless and fertile imagination.

His inherited love of the land in Eastern Pennsylvania, its hills 
and cliffs, its trees and shrubs and lawns, had long urged him to 
bring the country, as he put it, “into the tow n.”

Much against the w ill of some of the gentry who had acquired 
lovely rolling estates on both banks of the placid River Schuylkill 
and had built themselves charming homes on their commanding 
hilltops, he succeeded in getting support for an ambitious plan to 
get the State to acquire these lands on both sides of the River from 
Faire Mount out to the Falls of Schuylkill and on up the Wissa- 
hickon Valley to the boundary of the County, and amplify some 
thirty acres previously acquired, in order as he said, “ to preserve 
the purity of the water supply.”

By this device, partly subterfuge, but principally idealistic, in 
one persistent and undaunted campaign, he laid the foundation for

19



THE PHILADELPHIA CHAPTER / AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS



F A I R M O U N T  P A R K  A R T  A S S O C I A T I O N

the creation of Fairmount Park in 1868, making it the largest mu­
nicipal park in the nation. In it was created a municipal reservoir 
at an imposing height overlooking the river basin, w ith  a pumping 
station at its foot. The exterior of the pumping station—still there 
—was designed to emulate a graceful little  Greek temple.

From that time on, until his death in the eighteen eighties, he 
devoted himself assiduously to the care and husbandry, the improve­
ment and beautification of the 4,100 acres that constitute Fairmount 
Park. There were developed many miles of trails, footwalks, bridle 
paths and drives, for the recreation and edification of the public. To 
protect walkers from the recklessness of drivers, there were signs on 
the drives prohibiting horses or carriages from exceeding a speed of 
seven miles an hour.

Hardly a day would pass when he did not spend hours riding or 
walking somewhere in the Park, planning the placing of trees and 
flower beds. There was a legend that he would fill his pockets w ith  
acorns, to drop them in spots where he wanted oaks to grow.

On many of these trips into the Park he would be accompanied 
by a grandson, he who bore the name of Eli K irk Price, Jr. (until he 
dropped the Jr. after his grandfather died), in whom he instilled the 
same love of nature and of urban beautification that was part of his 
own creed. On his grandson he impressed the duty—to be faithfully  
discharged as a family obligation—of protecting and caring for the 
preservation of Fairmount Park as though it were a patrimony.

The younger Price, born in Philadelphia in 1860, followed his 
distinguished grandfather to the Philadelphia Bar. He early began 
to pursue the interests that were enjoined upon him by his family 
inheritance.

By 1885 he had become active in the Pennsylvania Museum and 
School of Industrial A rt as one of its life members. That institution 
was established at Broad and Pine Streets, in central Philadelphia, 
in one of the historic buildings designed by the architect Frank 
Furness some decades earlier. It had been founded by prosperous and 
public-spirited weavers of carpets and other textiles in northeast 
Philadelphia. The Museum was originally rather a side-line to the 
School, but its collections began to outgrow the space allotted to 
it, so that when Memorial Hall in Fairmount Park was vacated by 
the Centennial Exposition of 1876, the Museum moved out away 
from the School to the more commodious and more salubrious space 
and surroundings in the Park at the invitation of the Commissioners 
of Fairmount Park.
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In 1902 Eli Kirk Price was elected a member of the Fairmount 
Park Commission, of which he eventually became the Chairman, 
serving in that capacity for many years until his death in 1933- In 
this position. Price began to weave his dreams, his projects and his 
plots for the Museum and for the Park, their connection and sur­
roundings and their approaches. These were eventually brought to 
realization, and have made Philadelphia one of the great art centers 
and triumphs of city planning of the world.

In the early decades of the twentieth century, the Museum’s 
collections, constantly augmented by inheritance, gifts and pur­
chases, began to outgrow the limited facilities of Memorial Hall. 
Even before World War I, the trustees of what was then still called 
the Pennsylvania Museum and School of Industrial A rt, began to 
look about for some means of expanding their inadequate exhibition 
space. Although the School was still in Center City, the rapid 
growth of the distant Museum was converting the Museum into the 
senior partner of a combination in which it had begun as very much 
the junior. This was brought to pass by the dynamic leadership of a 
series of art-loving magnates as Museum presidents.

The Museum’s Annual Reports disclose that before 1916 the 
space in the Museum had become so constricted for its collections 
that complaints from its curators were regularly reported. It was 
then that Price demonstrated the sweep and the boldness of concep­
tion that was in the true tradition of his grandfather’s achieve­
ments.

During those years the supply of water from the Schuylkill for 
domestic use had become less and less satisfactory. Recurrent epi­
demics of typhoid made it imperative to seek other sources and to 
provide enough space for treating the water both by filtration and 
otherwise to make it safely potable. The use of the big reservoir on 
Fairmount had to be abandoned in favor of other better situated 
areas. This left empty, unoccupied and useless, the enormous 
rock cavity that for nearly a century had acted as the water reservoir 
for Old Philadelphia.

In a burst of inspiration, but craftily and diplomatically con­
cealing what enormous expense would ultimately be involved. 
Price argued to the City Council that nothing could be more logical 
than to use the abandoned hole on top of Fairmount w ith  its mas­
sive rock walls as a foundation for a museum to house the Museum’s 
collections. Thus would be saved the enormous expense that would 
be involved in having to build foundations for a new building from 
the ground up.
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In other words, the hole that had been dug by a previous gener­
ation could now be filled up by a later one to good advantage.

The simplicity of the idea made it attractive to a pragmatic 
and political City Council. It proved acceptable and was adopted. 
Little did the statesmen in City Council realize the millions upon 
millions it would be called upon to vote in succeeding years to com­
plete the Museum and operate it. The vast size of the rock founda­
tion would require a building of commensurate magnitude—even 
though far larger than the need that then was actually felt. As one 
commentator put it in after years, Price very shrewdly backed the 
City Council into a hole before they realized what they were getting 
into.

Not only that, but Price then proceeded to line up strong sup­
port among the c ity ’s titans for cutting a grand avenue from the 
acropolis that the new A rt Museum would create, straight through 
to the city center at City Hall, and so not only bring the country 
(Fairmount Park) into the town, as did his grandfather before him, 
but also create a Parisian Champs Elysees as a majestic vista between

From left: The Eli Kirk Price (1969), The Washington and The Ericsson (1935)
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City Hall at one end and the A rt Museum acropolis at the other, 
w ith monumental public buildings and fountains along its course.

W ith the backing of citizen leaders like Edward T. Stotesbury 
and Joseph E. Widener, the political leaders of the day were won 
over to the plan in spite of its incredible effrontery. Many blocks of 
low-grade dwellings in the path of the improvement had to be de­
molished.

Paul P. Cret, the creative French architect then practising in 
Philadelphia and teaching at the University of Pennsylvania, ad­
vised that Jacques Greber, then probably the leading city planner in 
the world, be retained. They worked together on the Greber plan 
that was adopted and carried out.

From its first beginnings about 1910, the planning and the work  
have gone on for half a century. They are not completed even today 
in the full sense originally contemplated. The A rt Museum is the 
unit that is perhaps nearest to realization of the basic plan. By 1918 
this was sufficiently assured so that during that year its Board 
adopted a definitive resolution to move from Memorial Hall to the

Fountains in front of The Philadelphia Museum of Art Photograph by Cortlandt V . D. Hubbard
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site at the head of the newly-named Benjamin Franklin Parkway. 
The actual move was only begun some years later.

In 1926 when the move was about completed, Price became 
president of the Pennsylvania Museum and School of Industrial Art. 
In 1928 the new Museum was dedicated by him as its president. The 
following year he received the Philadelphia Award, the highest 
civic honor that can be conferred on a citizen of Philadelphia. It 
was given in recognition of his vision and courage, w ith  its combina­
tion of love for his city, devotion to the fine arts, and his skill in 
political manoeuvre. His fame for these qualities spread abroad. In 
1931 France made him a Chevalier of its Legion d’Honneur. He had 
already been made a Knight Commander of the Crown of Italy.

As might be surmised from this recital. Price was always cau­
tious and reticent in what he would at first reveal of the scope of his 
plans. Small of stature, dapper in appearance to the point of ele­
gance, he was known to be difficult of approach except to his closest 
friends and confidants.

I have given this brief outline of the history of the two Eli 
Kirk Prices, grandfather and grandson, in their relation to the crea­
tion of Fairmount Park and its preservation, and particularly to the 
Museum of A rt and to the Parkway that flows majestically from 
City Hall to the foot of the Acropolis, only because I feel, as a 
philosopher in the Park, it is well to revive these memories at a 
session of the A rt Association of the Park. Your Association is 
dedicated to the same high ideals that animated these two broadly 
civic-minded Prices, and I have told the story because I have found 
no printed history that tells it all.

It is not for me to suggest it, but perhaps it might be appro­
priate, if it is within the powers of your Board, to encourage or 
even to commission the composition of a work that might be called 
“The Prices and the Park,’ ’ that would make this story known to 
all for its value as an example of civic patriotism.

Indeed, such a work should include, or conclude w ith a review  
of the remarkable partnership that has grown up between the Fair- 
mount Park A rt Association, since its foundation in 1871 to the 
present day, with the public authorities and w ith other art agencies 
in the city of Philadelphia. Through its administration of such 
benefactions as the legacy left by Mrs. J. Bunford (Ellen Phillips) 
Samuel, and many other gifts and contributions, the Association 
can be credited, very largely w ith  the result that has caused one of 
the leading art critics of America to observe that today Philadelphia
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is graced w ith more important outdoor sculpture than any city in 
the country—all the way from the most conservative representations 
of animals and of historic personalities to the most modern concep­
tions of Jacob Epstein, Jacques Lipchitz and Henry Moore.

Certainly there is no other city in the country that has made it 
a requirement by law that one per cent of the cost of all new mu­
nicipal structures must be devoted to their embellishment by art 
including sculpture. This ordinance of City Council adopted in 1959 
after its introduction by Mr. Henry W. Sawyer, one of your active 
members, was followed by a similar requirement adopted by resolu­
tion of the Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority applying to all 
new structures built by approved redevelopers, adopted under the 
chairmanship of another of your active members, Mr. Michael 
von Moschzisker.

I am by no means the first instance of a philosopher moved to 
speech by sitting on a park bench. The example of the late Bernard 
Baruch is too well known to require citation, and he served as an 
adviser to Presidents. As an adviser to Presidents, Mr. Baruch’s 
counsels were often disregarded when first offered; but eventually 
almost all were adopted. I am not in a hurry to have the full story 
told of the Prices in the Park, but I hope I have convinced you of the 
merits of my proposal—by this my talk in honor of two great citi­
zens of Philadelphia. Their monument now is a great hole in the 
ground filled w ith a magnificent A rt Museum, approached by a 
monumental avenue that bears the thumb-print of one and serves as 
the portico to a Park that is the legacy of the other.

A present-day Poor Richard might well have summed up their 
accomplishments in this way: without trees and., open spaces, the 
quality of life is strictly bargain basement. And so it is that the 
works of two Prices, both Eli Kirk, beat all hollow the works of any 
number of Conrad Hiltons. As a matter of fact, a present-day Poor 
Richard, Russell Baker, said as much and more in The New York 
Times this morning. He wrote, too, of the need for successful re­
sistance against the urban barbarism of the twentieth-century city— 
deploring cities that devalue the human condition. A ll this my two 
Prices had persistently understood from more than a century and a 
half ago. And so does the present Price, under whose chairmanship 
I have had the honor to speak today.

April 10, 1969
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NECROLOGY

M r s . F r a n c i s  H . A d l e r  

H o n . F r a n c i s  B i d d l e  

M r s . W a l t e r  B o w e r s  

C h a r l e s  G. D a y  

T h o m a s  T .  F i r t h  

P e r c i v a l  E. F o e r d e r e r  

M r s . J o h n  H u g h e s  M u l l e r  

M r s . A d o l p h  G. R o s e n g a r t e n  

M r s . a . J a c k s o n  S a i l e r  

M r s . A l b e r t  W .  S a n s o m

L a w r e n c e  S a u n d e r s  

J a m e s  H . S t e v e n s o n , J r .

M is s  K a t h a r i n e  P .  V a n  D u s e n
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PERMANENT ENDOWMENT FUND
PARK BRANCH

This fund was created in the year 1874 by a resolution of the 
Board of Trustees, which appropriated the sum of $3,000 as a 
nucleus.

A ll amounts received from Life Memberships, ten per centum 
of the annual dues of members, together w ith  all special donations, 
are added to this fund.

In 1895 the special form of membership known as “ Perpetual 
Members” was adopted, all sums received in connection therewith 
to become a part of the Permanent Fund. Perpetual Membership 
may either be in one’s own name, or “In Memoriam.”

PERPETUAL MEMBERS
PARK BRANCH

1895 Garrett, William E., Jr.* 1900
1895 Phillips, Miss Emily* 1900
1897 Converse, John H.* 1901
1897 Converse, Mrs. John H.* 1901
1898 Elkins, William L.* 1906
1898 Elkins, Mrs. William L.* 1907
1899 Dolan, Thomas* 1919
1899 Harrison, Charles Custis* 1924
1900 Morris, Miss Lydia T.* 1936

Justice, William W.* 
Warren, E. Burgess*
Paul, James W.*
Erazier, William W.* 
Lippincott, J. Dundas* 
Barklie, Mrs. Archibald* 
Cohen, Charles J.* 
Clements, Mrs. Frank G.* 
Howell, Isaiah Hacker*

PERPETUAL MEMBERS IN MEMORIAM
PARK BRANCH

1895 Bamber, Alfred 1901
1895 Smith, Richard 1901
1895 Phillips, Miss Ellen 1901
1895 Phillips, Henry M. 1904
1898 Eider, Edwin H. 1904
1898 Howell, Henry C. 1906
1900 Morris, Isaac W., Jr. 1922
1900 Dreer, Mrs. Ferdinand J. 1925
1901 Justice, Miss Cecilia 1926

Thomson, J. Edgar 
Drexel, Anthony J. 
Scott, Thomas A. 
Henry, Charles W. 
Howell, Charles H. 
Dundas, James 
White, J. William  
Moulton, Mrs. Byron 
Smith, C. Morton

CITY BRANCH
1904 Howell, Charles H. 1927 Smith, J. Frailey

* Indicates deceased members.
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PERPETUAL HONORARY MEMBERS

Robert Moses 
Lewis Mumford

Frederick Adrian Delano*
Francis Henry Taylor*

Jacques Greber*
The Rt. Hon. The Earl of Crawford and Balcarres

* Indicates deceased members.

LIFE AND ANNUAL MEMBERS
The fee  for Life Membership in either Branch is one hundred dollars; two hundred in 

both. That for Annual Membership is fiv e dollars in either Branch;
ten dollars in both.

Corrected to J u ly  1, 1969

P indicates PARK Branch ANNUAL Member 
C indicates CITY Branch ANNUAL Member 
P L indicates PARK Branch LIFE Member 
C L indicates CITY Branch LIFE Member

p c Alexander, Mrs. E. G. p
p c Allen, Curtis p
c Anselmi, Mrs. Ugo p
p c Appel, George F. Baer c
p Arndt, John F. p c
p Arndt, Mrs. John F. c
c Arnett, Miss Eleanor p
p Arnold, Charles Treat p c
p c Atwood, Mr. & Mrs. John C., pc

Jr. p c
P c 
P c

p Babcock, Mrs. W. Wayne p c
p c Bachman, Miss Henrietta E. pc
c Bacon, Edmund N. p c
p c Baketel, H. Sheridan, Jr. p l

Ballard, Mrs. Erederic L. 
Barringer, Richard W. 
Barstow, Donald L.
Beale, Mrs. John C. C. 
Beetle, George R.
Bendiner, Mrs. Alfred 
Berggren, Miss Ruth E. L. 
Berkowitz, Mrs. Leon L. 
Berwind, Mrs. Henry A. 
Bishop, Richard E. 
Blackburne, Miss Agnes C. 
Blackburne, John S., Jr. 
Bland, Mrs. P. Brooke 
Block, Gordon A ., Jr. 
Bodine, John W.
Bodine, William W.

30



uoTj^possy j j y  junouw p^
3^3 Aq p3||BjsuT j j y  jo  m nssnjy rTqdpp-BjTqjj jo  sp'BDrj qjjo|sj 3 i{j §uo|'b soDpjod jo  S u p q S ij

pupqqnii q  tpupjuoj iCq q̂ pû 0}0qp[
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P C Bodine, William W., Jr. p c
P C Bohlen, Miss Catherine P c
P c Bolling, Mrs. Lanier P c
P C Bolton, Charles L. p c
P C Bonnell, Mrs. Henry H. P c
P C Boone, Edwin T. P., Jr. c
P Borie, Mrs. C. Louis p
c Borie, Mrs. Henry Peter p c
P c Bornfriend & Cox (AIA) P c
c Bradford, Miss Katharine N. P c
P c Bradley, Dr. & Mrs. E. Scully P c
p Bradley, Mrs. John A. P L
p Brady, Mrs. Charles P. p
p Brainerd, Miss Ruth W. c
P c Bregy, Philip A. P c
P c Breyer, Mrs. Henry W ., Jr. p
P c Brinton, Mrs. Clarence C. P c
p Bromley, Henry S. p
p Brooke, Mrs. Blair P c
c Brown, Mrs. Clinton H. P c
p Brown, Mrs. Lawrance A ., Jr. P c
P c Browning, Mrs. Edward, Jr. p
p Bryant, Mrs. George C.
p Bryant, Dr. George C.
c Buchanan, Mrs. R. George c
P c Bullitt, Orville H. c
P c Bullitt, Mrs. Orville H. c
P c Bullivant, Mrs. Stuart Lodge p r
P L Bullock, Mrs. Horace p
P c Bunting, Mrs. Clifton D. P c
c Burris, John H. P c
P c Butcher, W. W. Keen P c
P c Buten, Harry M. P c
P c Butler, Miss A. Ethel p
P c Butterworth, Mrs. J. Ebert c

P L- C L

P c Caesar, Abraham D.
p
P c

p Calwell, Mrs. Charles S. P c
P L Cannstatter-Volkfest-Verein P c
c Carroll, Grisdale & Van Alen p
p Carson, Robert J. P c
P c Carter, J. B. H. P c
P c Carter, Mrs. John H. P c
P c Chambers, Francis T., Jr. P c
p Chancellor, Mrs. Paul P c

A S S O C I A T I O N

Chandlee, William H., 3rd 
Cheston, George M.
Christ Church 
Church, Herbert 
Clark, Miss Bertha 
Clattenburg, Theodore 
Cleland, Mrs. David C. 
Clifford, Henry 
Cochran, Miss Fanny T. 
Coleman, Mrs. Wm. B.
Coley, Walter R.
Collins, Henry H.
Colozzi, Lt. Col. Carl A. 
Cooke, Mrs. Jay  
Cooper, Mr. & Mrs. Douglas J. 
Corbin, Mrs. Marion G. F. 
Corleto, Hon. Fred T.
Cornell, John W ., Jr.
Crane, Dr. & Mrs. A. Reynolds 
Crouter, Mr. & Mrs. Gordon 
Crowder, Mrs. Wm. S.
Currie, Mrs. Charles A.

Dallas, Mrs. Constance H. 
D’Ambly, Mrs. A. Ernest 
Darby, Mrs. Scott 
Davis, John Morgan 
Davis, Mrs. Joseph A.
Davis, Newlin F.
Davis, Mrs. Robert Hare 
Day, Mrs. Kenneth 
Dean, Mrs. David Justin 
Dechert, Mrs. Philip 
Dechert, Robert 
deHellebranth, Mrs. Roland T 
Delaplaine, Miss Meribah 
deSchauensee, Mrs. R. Meyer 
deTrampe, Countess Adam 
Detweiler, Mrs. H. R.
Di Giorgio, Thomas H.
Dilks, Mrs. John Hyland 
Doak, Mrs. Charles B.
Dodge, Donald D.
Dodge, Mrs. Donald D. 
Dorrance, John T., Jr.

32



F A I R M O U N T  P A R K A R T

P c Dougherty, Mrs. A. Webster p c
P Dunn, T. Evans, Jr. p c
P c Dutt, Miss Mary Anne

P c
P c

P c Edmonds, Mrs. Franklin S. P c
P c Edwards, Mr. & Mrs. E. M. P c
P c Eldredge, Mr. & Mrs. P c

Laurence H.
c Ellis, M rs. Mary Emily Pollock
P c Ely, Mrs. W. Newbold
P c Engel, Dr. &Mrs. Gilson Colby P c
P c England, Miss E. R.
P c Evans, John Lane P c

p
C L

P c Fenninger, Carl W. c L
P c Fetter, Mrs. Ferdinand P L-C L
P c Fischer, Mrs. Herman W. P c
c Flagg, Miss Adelaide G.
p Fleisher, Louis P
p Fleming, Mr. & Mrs. John J. P c
p Fogel, Frank P c
P c Fogel, Mrs. Herbert A. P c
P c Fogg, Dr. John M ., Jr. P c
c Foster, Mrs. Howard A. P
P c Foulke, William G. P c
P c Fraser, Joseph T., Jr.
p Friedman, Mrs. J. W. P
P c Fuller, Mrs. S. K. P
P c Fuller, Mrs. Walter D. P c
P c Funk, Mrs. Carl W. P

P c

c Gardiner, Henry G.
P
C

p Geisler, Mrs. Philip H. P c
P c Geisz, Miss Helen C
p Gerhard, Mrs. Albert Pepper P c
P c Gibbon, Dr. & Mrs. Robert, Jr. P
c Gilbert, Miss Sara P C
p Gilpin, Mrs. John C. P c
p Glenn, Mrs. Kathryn S. P c
P c Goldsmith, Mrs. Arthur
P c Goshow, Miss Mildred P L
P c Grace, Eugene G., Jr. P
P L-C Graham, Miss Winifred M. P C

A S S O C I A T I O N

Green, Mrs. Robert McCay 
Greenaway, Dr. & Mrs. 

Emerson
Greenfield, Mrs. A. M. 
Greenough, Mrs. Henry V. 
Griffith, John R.
Griffith, Miss M ary F.
Gwinn, David

Hallowell, Henry R. 
Hammett, Mr. & Mrs.

Van Buren O.
Hancock, Mrs. F. Woodson 
Hansell, Standish Forde 
Harbeson, John F.
Harbeson, Joy Shuler 
Harbeson, Paul Cret 
Hardwick, Mr. & Mrs. 

Gordon A.
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